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“ a joint education will certainly not answer,” and ridiculing the feminine flutter 
o^r the admission of certain females to medical practice, the author ad<b- 
“ vS hen the wished-for end is attained, of having one examination as a portal 
to practice, women cannot justly be excluded from it In fact, it is veryde- 
sirable that they should be included; for, since some of the public are anxiocj 
to be attended by women, and there is nothing to prevent it in law, I believe U 
is much better that we should have these medical persons under our control 
in the register, than that they should be free lances, who might conceal dis- 
graceful practices under the cloak of ‘unregistered practitioner.’ ... I 
do not think it at all self-evident that female practitioners must be the rink 
of men. ... As midwives of a superior sort, there is an opening for them 
not only to make a good income, but really to benefit the public.” Further on 
the author urges the appointment by government of women to the offices of 
inspectors of establishments for the charitable support of children, and of ex¬ 
aminers of prostitutes under the contagious diseases act, and expresses a do- 
sire “ to see the present 4 proprietoresses’ of lunatic asylums replaced by fuDr 
educated medical women.” Evidently Dr. Chambers, in offering this little 
volume to the American medical profession, through a Philadelphia publisher 
was not aware of the contempt which such sentiments would excite in the 
bosoms of some of his possible readers! 

In laying aside this little volume, we cannot but express a'hope that its 
author will present its views to the medical public in a more methodical sod 
elaborate form; for, however much they may seem to be open to criticism, 
they cannot but secure attention and respect, as the judgments on various 
scientific and professional topics of a physician whose earnestness, industry, 
and sagacity place him in the front rank of living practitioners. A. S. 


Aet. XXXIt—A Treatise on Clout, Rheumatism, and the Allied Affections. 
By Peter Hood, M.D. 12mo. pp. 414. London: J. A A. Churchill, 1871. 


Da. Hood is dissatisfied with all the prevailing theories as to the pathology 
or gout, and attempts in the work before us to demonstrate that all its symp¬ 
toms may be traced back to deranged function of the liver, and this in its turn 
he regards as a manifestation of dyspepsia. He evidently thinks the liver 
somewhat neglected by recent pathologists, and its claims to rank high in the 
hats or peccant organs are therefore very fully advocated; he thinks, also, 
that while diseases of the liver may in their early stages bo easily overlooked, 
those of the kidneys, from the facility with which the urine can be eiaraiucd, 
are readily recognized. The latter have thus come to occupy an undue share 
of medical attention; more especially since he holds that they are very frequeuUv 
dependent upon irritation caused by the accumulation in the blood of effete pro¬ 
ducts, which haTe not been eliminated from the system by the liver. That ns 
may not bo supposed to misstate what he has really said on this point, we will 
quote the following passage from his book:_ 


victitn l™/r ani °! f carefa d "“ observation of this influence, the con- 
ration has been forced upon me that both heart disease and kidney disease are 

j° defeC - tS 10 the hc P“ Uc ''‘“““'dig function. The con- 
sequently inefficient depuration of the blood throws a msk upon the kidneys 
that they cannot continue to perform without suffering changes in their strut. 
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tnre ; IiTCr enlarged, a chronic congestion has been 

prodcccd in it, the ascent or blood to the right side or the heart is impeded and 

Wr” C tseHf” C lmpcdlme “ t 15 1 fcrtile 8 °“™ »f «Itimate organic dhS thS 

With the latter portion of the quotation all of ns are prepared to agree, bnt 
perhaps from the ,ant of faith in the controlling influence or the liver in the 
orgamsm which Dr. Hood evidently so largely possesses, we are not as ready to 
jdmitthatalarge proport,onor cases or cardiac and renal disease are to be atari- 
bated to hepatic derangements, since we know that either may occur as an original 
affection, as the result of a general disease, or as a consequence or a constitutional 
tendency to degeneration in which the liver shares, but docs not necessarily 
play a predominating part He condemns the theories or Gairdner and Garrod 
as being partial, and for bolding up as the canse, what is after all only a mani- 
testation of the malady; but his own theory, in so tar as it is new, is certainly not 
less liable to the same objection. Mere dyspepsia will or itselr not give rise to 
gout, as we who live m America have abundant opportunity to observe, and he 
rails utterly to explain by his theories the protean form of nervous gout which 

ZvrZ C “T \° " a," U ? S ° f ‘ he da " 8htCr8 0f ^ **« « perpetual 
martyrdom. An hereditary tendency to gout, Dr. Hood indeed scarcely admits 

for he says yhe phrase really means the inheritance of a weak stomach in the 
same way that consumption is ruvoured by the possession or hereditarily weak 
lungs. While admitting, or course, that in a sufferer from a parent's ex 
cesses the digestion may be weak, it seems to us that it must almost or neces¬ 
sity have been vigorous in the individual in whom the disease has been acquired 
taZof L ,‘i ?° Dty p,,tient “ft™ “ B°»d digestion, and that the 

Z e . Bt0m C v h rCmam g0 ° d IoDg after tbe occa rrence or manifestations 
or the diathesis in other parts of the body. 

The indulgence in alcohol and tobacco are both regarded by Dr. Hood as pre- 
uposing to disease or the heart, although the connection between the use of 
(he latter and goot which he seeks to establish does not seem to us very close 
The difference in the amount of pain which individuals of opposite constitutions 
a Ihrir hl° “ B °“ t 18 1 , r ? f " Ted b T bim ‘® tb = difference in the composition 

reren 1 W d ! IS” 8 V r W1 be “ evere in °“ e in whom tbe blood abounds in red 
taZu m\ch irrevere" n Wh0n bl °° d “ " d “ t: “' the8a “>■ 

T” metb ° d ;> “ re generally employed in the treatment of gout, the specific 
etienrn n' P n t,lI1 i t 'i, T °v tlle former ' wbicb consists in theadministraUon or col- 
thr “ H a°u b “. he ms °P erable objection that although it may diminish 
the seventy and duration of a parosysm, it also lessens the number or the red 
rpasclcs m the blood, and by weakening the patient renders him very Uable to 
the res™ “ 0ddltl0 “ t ? wh,ch be sa ff s: “ wb en specifics are laid aside, I think 
IhltT of “ ed,clM are amply sufficient to furnish us with a treatment 
Y r propcr jT be callcd rational rather than expectant” And again, that 
rinced^hlt™' 1 ? 7 “ habit ° f prescribi “g colchicnm, he is now firmly Con¬ 
or this dre “? be “ 5° lckly and more 5ure ‘y cnred without the agency 
to d , 8 b “° h “ nd tbat "berever it is thought absolutely necessary 
nX a ’ T? ooaoferactingagent in the form of medicine, “as the antidote 
1 th ' b “.f ab “ ald b = administered at the same time. The relief wM^ fo„b 
Dn= , J ', tS ? Se “ aaorrbed to “ its peculiar property of modifying the red cor- 

Cvh ta A? the bl °° dmore Boid “ Dd Iess ,ldhc8iTe . 'otiatits passage 
"^ dis 1 tended capillaries is promoted and the mechanical pressure tilt 
"M productive of pam is removed.” 

Ve T^ m nvvS 00d r haS 80mewhat overstated tbe evils attendant npon the use 
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of colchicum, and are unwilling to throw overboard onr former impressions u 
to the value of this drug in the treatment of gouty complaints. If administered 
too freely or for too long a time, it might undoubtedly do harm, but the same 
objection might be urged against the employment of various other articles of 
the materia medica. When used in moderate doses and with proper care, we 
believe that it is a valuable medicine, and would be sorry to banish it from the 
pharmacopoeia. 

He is almost equally severe in his remarks upon a purely expectant plan of 
treatment, which he believes to be as nnsound in ethics as in science. The 
remedies which he recommends in the treatment of gout are chiefly those which 
act upon the liver, the stomach, and bowels, unloading these and in this waj 
aiding in the purification of the blood. Among them we find calomel and variooi 
purgative and diuretic alkaline salts. The former is to be administered in the 
doses in which, according to the faith of our forefathers, it acts energetically in 
promoting the secretion, or at least the discharge, of bile. We have no doobt 
that calomel is often an admirable remedy in the treatment of some of the com- 
plications of gout, but wo are rather surprised at Dr. Hood’s recommending a 
medicine which, given in the doses according to the faith of our forefathers, ii 
as likely to produce disintegration of the blood-cells as colchicum, and the same 
is almost equally true of alkalies in large doses. Dr. Hood lays a good deal of 
stress, and we think properly, upon the importance of exercise and the proper 
regulations of the secretions as hygienic measures in the prevention of gout in 
those predisposed to it, and recommends various local applications for the relief 
of the pain. Among the latter whiskey is said to be the best, a fact which may 
explain the relief obtained from various popular applications which generally 
contain alcohol in some form or other. In other respects the treatment recom¬ 
mended does not differ from that usually employed. 

In the last chapter in the book Dr. Hood treats of rheumatism and the allied 
affections, under which designation are included rheumatoid arthritis and sciatica, 
but as there is nothing novel in the views expressed as to the pathology or 
treatment of these affections, we shall not notice them in detail. 

The author’s style is somewhat rambling, and we treat times at a loss to know 
what bearing his remarks can have upon the subjects discussed in his book, and 
we must also confecs that we are unable to understand how so firm a believer in 
the therapeutic virtues of calomel, bloodletting, purgatives, and remedies of that 
class, can hold colchicum in such aversion, especially as its claims to usefalneu 
rest upon very much the same kind of evidence as those of the other remediea 
The book contains, however, the results of Dr. Hood’s experience in the treat¬ 
ment of gout, which appears to have been large, and may, therefore, be of 
value to physicians especially interested in this disease. J. H. H. 


Art. XXXIII .—Lectures on Aural Catarrh ; or the commonest forms of Deaf¬ 
ness and their Cure. (Mostly delivered at St. Mary’s Hospital.) By Pm* 
Allxx, M.D., F.R.C.S. Edin., Aural Surgeon to, and Lecturer on Aural 
Surgery at, St. Mary's Hospital, etc. 12mo. pp. 271. London: J. & A 
Churchill, 1871. 

This unpretending little volume does not profess to comprise more than a 
short series of lectures, twelve in number, delivered before the students of St 
Mary’s Hospital, during the summer session. The author tells us in the preface 


